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THE 


PRE FACE. 


Aving finiſht what I had to ſay upon this Subject, 
I kept it by me a long time in Order to compleat 
i the Articles. For not being able to think of 
fo many things at once as were ſufficient to furniſh out 4 
Deſign of this Nature, I was in hopes to compaſs by Degrees 
what I could not do of a ſuddain. And accordingly I 
altered my Thoughts ſeveral Times, and made many Chan- 
ges; and when carried to the Preſs, I found ſtill ſo 
many Imperfetions, that I believ'd it Adviſeable to put a 
Stop to it, till I had ev rs ſeveral Able and Experienc'd 
School- Maſters and Others, whom I judg'd capable to give 
Advice in ſuch a Caſe ;, and after all, I am not ſo Vain to 
believe they are Perfect, or incapable of further Improvement. 
AILT can ſay ir, that I have talen what Pains I conld; and as 
it has taken up time, it has given Opportunity to ſome to 
write ſomething about it in another manner before this could 
come out, and to others to reflect upon the Deſegn it ſelf. They 
have alledg'd that tis Impoſſible to be all of a- Mind; and 
that a Deſign of this Nature is the only Way to enſlave the 
Minds of Mer, But if it be underſtood in Matters of Re- 
877 it is not true, becauſe we are never more Free than in 
thoſe Principles which are ingrafted by the Power of Educa- 
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Hon 5 for our Inclinations do then become Natural; and he 

that turns us to a Contrary Opinion, muſt commit a Vio- 
lence upon our Underſtanding and Will ; and if he intend to 
keep s effeFually, he muſt make uſe of other Motives thay 
bare Opinion, or elſe we either turn Atheiſts, or fall back 
again into thoſe Principles we at firſt embrac d. In all 
other Speculations there is not the ſame Reaſon ; for as we 
receive them not by Virtue of Education, we differ extremely. 
and conſidering the great Variety of the Paſſions, Tempers, 
and Inclinations, of Mankind, it cannot be otherwiſe. But 
however, ſince they do no Injury io Government, and very 
little to the Peace of Societies, it is no Man's Intereſt to op- 
poſe them. But when Opinions are once ſharp ned to ſuch an 
Edge, by the Obligations of Conſcience aud Religion, 
as to afford Arms againſt the Government, they are then 
only Criminal, and it becomes every good Man's Duty to 
endeavour to hinder them. The Like of What has been done 
already, may be done again, and draw after it as Bad, if 
not Worſe, Conſequences ; and there is no ſeeing to the End 
of them as long as the Cauſes ſubſiſt and remain. 

And therefore having found out a Sure Remedy to take 
away the Cauſe, and not only prevent the Growth of ſo un- 
wholeſome and pernicious a Grain, by deſtroying the Seeds ; 
but a moſt effeFnal Method of improving the Ground, by 
ſowing ſuch Plants, as, when come to maturity, will afford 
4 Rich aud moſt Plentiful Harveſt, I hope it will obtain the 
Good Opinion of all thoſe that wiſh well to the Proſperity of 
Church and State, and convince all Unbias d and Onpre- 
judic'd Perſons of the Neceſſity of ſuch an Expedient as will 
Settle ws upon 4 ſure and laſting Foundation of Union and 


Concord in Matters of Religion. * 4 A 
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 Eftablih d Principles. 

OF THE 


Church, of England. 


n * ITY be accounted ſtrange to offer at a 
Remedy of our Diviſions, when it has been ſo 
often attempted without ſucceſs. When a Party 

is Only forming, cis eaſie to 3 * it by CE 
SIP t 8. 
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| loweſt Ebb of Declenſion, when they became an e 
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chads,and if thoſe fail, a conſtant and ſteaddy Severi 

will. certainly extinguiſh it. But if by Indu 4 
Contempt, or Neglect, tis ſuffer d to go on till Inte- 
reit is join d to bare Opinion, it obtains Ds, and 
becomes a Faction, which is ſometimes not only dif- 
ficult to rot gut, bnt it it equld I be dane, the Rem-- 
dy would perhaps be worſe than the Diſeaſe. The 
ſtronger theſe Factions grow, the more dangerous they 


| are, and never fail to produce Commotions and Rebelli- 
ons in the Statg, and Ae 05m es Author of 


Hs, TH which is nally imit f the 1 2 of 


Thit has made ce th e of a 
for above an hundred YEars, roy 
— 2 Million of its Inhabitants, alienated the Reve- 
tues of the Crown, pent upon their Princes in narrow 


- Provinces, and given away thcir 3 into the kd 


of their Enemigs. | { 
the Governments both Cant Church 1 cut — bn 


Head of King Charles the Firſt, and made all bis Succeſ- 


ſors ſince uneaſie. And he that will but give himſelf 


and 
Diſ- 
un- 


the trouble to look i ws 12 of Germ 


Holland. will r feu e hee 
derte "and 28 it 15 91875 n 10 0 
tries. =: 25 | 

"Tis! its the Extir ation of the Hugonets i in France 
has united the force of the Kin dom, rendred that 
Government very eafie. But ther it i to be corffider d, 


that they had been extremely weaken 4 under the Mini 
{tries of Richlien and Maxarine, and were come tu 


Prey to a Potent and Victorious Army who had r 


that time no other Enemy ns ad" 
rift 


. — 
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Oui can never happen in Hallam nor England. For 
here the Parties are not only more numerous but more 
conſiderable in their Quality, having ſcrew'd them- 
ſelves into the beſt part ofthe Trade, and almoſt equal- 
ly ſhar d the Preferments and Dignities of both places, 
and become even a part of the Government it ſelf. And 
therefore they will not fail to !ay told of every Oppor- 
tunity to depreſs their Enemies, and raiſe themſelves, 
till they become the only powerful Faction; nor will 
they maintain their Ground any longer, when a- 
nother Party can find an Occaſion to rum them, and 
exalt themſelves into their Place, and ſo they will run 
the Round of overturning one another, and tripping 
up one another's Heels for ever. Cath 


The Means that have been made ufe of to prevent 
theſe Miſchiefs are many. Some have endeavour'd 
to compoſe matters by moderating the Points in diſpute, 
and perſwading each Party to recede a little for Peace 
ſake. Such were Caſander and Grotius between the Ro- 
man Catholicks and the Proteſtants, nor have we 
wanted Projectors of this kind. But alas, they have 
talkt to the Deaf, for where-ever Intereſt is concern d, 
no Body will hear on that Ear ; or if at any time they 
chance to enter into Diſpute about it, your final anſwer 
will certainly be, That great is Diana of the Epheſians. 


Others ſeeing the Obſtinacy of the Parties, and the 
great Hazard of uſing the utmoſt Methods of Severity, 
have bethought themſelves of another Way, and en- 
deavour d to ſecure the Government, by making Laws 
to keep them within the Bounds of due Obedience. 
Tiftis is —— - cas againſt Diſſen- 
1222 . 2 ters 
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ters of all kinds, and is the Method that has been gene- 
rally approv d of and followed. But whether it be by 
the Inadvertency of the Government, or the Neceſſity 
of relaxing the Rigour of the Laws at ſometimes, or 
ſome other ſecret defects which we cannot ſee into at a 
Diſtance, they have always found Means to hinder or 
abate the Proſecution of them, or utterly to elude 
their Force. Or if they have at any time been exc- 
cuted with Vigour, they have prov'd but a Pallia- 
tive Cure, which has afterwards broke out with _ 
worſe Symptoms, and caus d dangerous Convulſions 
in the Body Politick. In ſnort, the Experience of an 
hundred Years, has ſufficiently demonſtrated that all 
the Laws that have been made againſt them, have 
| not been of force enough to keep them from breaking 
i In upon the Government. „e 7 
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| A Third Expedient which has been found out, is to 
| ve Liberty of Conſcience, | But if we examine, this 
j y the Effects which it has produc'd in Halland, where 
= it has been moſt made uſe of, we ſhall find no great 
Reaſon to be fond of it. For it gave rife to that 
famous Controverſie between the Arariniars and tlie 
Calviniſts, which perplext and diſorder d the States to 
that Degree, they were fain to call the Synod of Dort 0 
to compoſe it. but this was ſo far from quenching 
- the fire, that it only ſtifled it for the preſent, and was 
one of the Reaſons that it afterwards broke out into g 
ſuch a flame, as deſtroy d the very Government it ſelf. 
For the perſecuted Party being gand exaſperated, 
form d themſelves into a Conſpiracy againſt the Power 
of the Hadi holder, and not only effected their Defign, 
but maintain d the Government in their own 1 


— great Adyantages will accrue to us in point of 


The Controverſie is now aſleep, but may awake again, 


134 
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till they were ruin'd by a Popular Commotion which 
tore the De-wits to pieces, and reſtor d the Stadtholder- 
ſdip into the rightful Poſſeſſion of the Houſe of Orange. 


and happen at laſt to juſtiſie the Opinion of Sir 
William Teniple, which is, that it will not end but in 
the final Ruin of that famous and flouriſhing Com- 
mon wealth. N | 


Ti true, the Abettors of this Expedient pretend 


rade. It is to be obſerv d that the Dutch began their 
Commonwealth, when People were unſettled in point 
of Religion, that this, togetherwith the Proſpect of Gain, 
brought great Numbers to cohabit with them. And 
about the ſame time, we had our ſhare of French, 
Ditch; Walloons, &. which have continued with us 
to this Day. But the greateſt Allurement is Trade, 
and the Scituation of their Country, the narrow Bounds 
of their Dominions, and the Difficulty of employing 
their Money any other Way, gives them a great Ad- 
vantage over others in that point. Beſides the Nations 
that have chang d their Religion; are now. fixt 
in their particular Methods of Government, and Peo- 
ple well ſetled and quiet under them, ſo that they would 
not ſo eaſily relinquiſh as formerly. And therefore tis 
probable that the Projectors of this Expedient would 
find themſelves miſtaken. And after all, it would be 
very unreaſonable, to Sacrifice our ſelves and Poſteri- 
ty to real Evils for pretended Advantages, which were 
they true, would not compenſate for all thoſe Miſchieſs 


certainly expoſe us to. 21 9197260 oF iron Bar | 
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Derbe worſt Conſequence of ll, 18 the y t they 
do to Religion in General. When Men have entred 
the” Sant without Diſtinction, and ſet open the 
Doors of the moſt Holy Place, what is to be expected, 
but chat many ſucufd ſtep over the Threſhold, and pro- 
fanely enter in. It always happens when Men have 
lookt into the Controverſie on both ſides, and ſeen 
the Vanity and Incertainty of each Pretence, that 
they ga on to examine the whole with the ſame Nicety, 
and when they cannot reconcile all things according 
to the ſhallow Capacity of their own Reaſon, they 
ſuſpect the Whole to be as doubtful as the Parts, and 
take it all for perfect Impoſition and Deceit. This is 
the true Spring of that Deiſm and Atheiſm, which has 
got ſuch footingamong us, that if ſome ſtop be not 
timely putto it, will make an end of all Religion, by 
rendring it Ridiculous to the common People. This 
is a matter of the higheſt Importance, and it behoves 
the Government to take Care of it, becauſe a Diſrepett to 
the one, looſens the Obligation of the other; and 
he that quits himſelf of the Bond Religion, will quickly 
after caſt off the Yoke of Obedience, at leaſt as _ 
25 he ſhall find it PraQticable. s 


1 gut ccgfls that to attempt a Remedy of theſe 
Difidlers © ſeems to be Vain and Ridiculous For 
there is no Hkelihood of altering Mens Minds already 
ſettled in their various Opinions, and confirm d by 
long Habits of Practice. For the Perſons concern d 

our mutual Diſturbances, la ve not only maintain d 
becher I im their own Perſons, but entail d it upon 
their Poſterity, ſo that re? is no-Probabiley of Uni- 


on, 


C7 ) 

on, in bach unto ward Diſpoſitions as ate rendred a- 
verſe both by Education and Practice. And indeed 
unleſs ſome Means could be found out, to root theſe 
unhappy Notions out of Mens Minds, and utterly 


to deſtroy the Points in Debate, I can ſee no Proba- 
bility of Union. 


is certain; that if the Cauſe could be taken away, 
the Effect would ceaſe ; but ſeeing that as long as the 
one ſubſiſts, the other will remain alſo, there is no 
Way to remove theſe fatal and miſchievons Notions, 
nor take away thaſe Con roverſies, which: will always 
be a Bone of Conten ion and Diviſion among us, but 
by a contrary Education. If ever ſo great a Work 
be accompliſht, a new Foundation muſt be laid, and 
another ſort of Superſtructure muſt be built thereupon: 
There muſt be a new Ground to produce the Golden 
Fran ot Union; nor muſt it be engrafted upon old 
crabbed Stocks, but tender Cyens, which muſt not on- 
Iy be well water d, but hedg 4 abont with all imagina- 
ble Care'and Induſtry, to keep them from Beaſts and 
Vermine. In a word, there is no rational Proſpect of 
per forming ſo great a Work, without an Univerſal 
Education of Tout in ſack Principles ab are W 
ble tothe Conſtitution of the National Church. 


If we ker the Nature of Mankind: we ſhall 
hy nd this to be the true and proper Remedy. 
For if the Soub of Man has no innate Jdeas, (as Mr. 
Lock believeswnh great Probability of Reaſan,) but 
that all Impteſſions made upon the. Imagination, re- 
cerve . their Original from Ufe, Cuſtom, and the 
e chen it follows, that it lyes in the 
} (1043 Power 
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Power of Mankind to give what Impreſſions they 
pleaſe: Aud whei the Characters are once well 
and firmly engraven, every body knows that it > mo 
not lye in the Power of Nature or Art to deface them. 
Der Carte who moſt of all laid aſide Prejudice, and 
recommends it as a neceſſary Means to underſtand his 
Fhiloſophy, yet confeſſes that it is impoſſible to diveſt 

our ſelves clearly of it. And tis certain there are ſome 
Notions ſo firmly and indelibly fixt, that we run in 


to them whether we will or no, and can no more 


forſake believing of them, than we can forſake our 
very Beings themſelves. 5 ” 
* u ener 
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Thie Impreſſions of Religion are made after the ſame 


manner, and receive tlieir Beginning from the force of 
Cuſtom and Education. The Nurſe is our firſt In- 
ſtructor, by teaching us ſome common Notions, and 
the Way to exert our Paſſions, by coumterfeiting to 
us Fear, Anger, Love, Pleaſure, and Ambition. 
We are ſcarce from under her Care, when the School- 
maſter takes ùs, and teaches us Letters and Religi- 
on, which the Miniſter perpetually confirms from the 
Pulpit; and both of them with united Force rivet by 
ſuch Methods, that unleſs Travel or Intereſt change 
them, they are perfectly incapable of Alteration. 
Thus the Tarks continue Txrks, and if any Misfortune 
for Accident turn them, they return again upon the firſt 
convenient Opportunity; as we ſee in thoſe Captives 
at Nienna, ho were too haſty in their doing it, think- 
ing themſelves ſafe under the Protection of the Ottamam 


Ambaſſadour. A Je ſeldom turns Chriſtian, but he 


is to be ſuſpeRted 3 as we ſee in that Famous Rabbi who 
many Tears ago came over hither from Auſterdam, 


- * 0 . : 
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turn d 
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tutn'd® Chriſtian, and wrote a Book in Defence thereof, 
and yet in a little time ſail'd over into Spain, and turn“ 
Jew again. And our own Renegado'sthat turn Turks 
to rid themſelves of the Miſeries of Captivity, no ſooner 
come among Chriſtians, but they lament their Misfor- 
tune, and re-embrace the Faich without the leaſt Doubt, 
Heſitation, or Delay. | 


But it is not the ſame thing with the different $:&s of 
the ſame Religion. For the Quarrel ariſing out of Va- 
nity, Ambition, Humour, or Intereſt, is maintain d more 
by Perverſeneſs and Obſtinacy than Truch and Vertue. 
And Conſcience, the Weak but Common Pretence, is 
ſacrific d to all - Humours and Intereſts, and turns every 
thing, tho never ſo contrary, and runs round in the 
ſame Circle for ever. Theſe are not the Subjects of 
Peace, nor ever will be; tis their Poſterity only who 
are capable of making amends for the Favl:s of their Pa- 
rents. 


If we conſider the great Number of Opinions thatare 
among us, there is nothing more raſh, uncertain, and 
inſignificant ; but if we look upon the Nature and Com- 
plexion of them, it may truly be ſaid, that the Hydra of 
our Schiſms is too formidable, both in the Multiplicity of 
his Heads, and in the Strength and Circumference of 
his Tail, to be attackt by the Violence of the Sword ; and 
ifhe be; his Blood will be productive of freſh Monſters, 
more enrag'd and envenom'd from the Nature of their 
Extraction. The only effectual Way to deſtroy him, is 
to chain, fetter, and impriſon him, and there ſuffer him 
to Starve, Periſh, and Expire for want of Nouriſhment. 
This Serpentine kind, by reaſon of their — 

| © 7 
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fealy: Hides, which reſiſt the Impreſſion of the Air, live 

er under the cloſeſt Confinement than any other A- 

nimals whatſoever ; and theretore tis Prudence to ſecure 

that Benefit to us in the future, which the preſent Po- 
ſtare of Affairs will not admit of. 


Wberefore if this Honourable and Great Aſſembly, 
who are call'd together upon the moſt important and 
weighty Affairs, can ſpare time to turn their Eycs towards 
the Security, Quiet, and Settlement of the Nation in 
Matters of Religion, I doubt not but a Way may be 
found out to heal our Breaches without an Actual Cau- 
tery, and to compoſe our Differences without Noiſe, 
Violence, or Confuſion, by a Work of higheſt Piety 
and Charity, which will redound to the common Bene- 
fit and Advantage of all. The Way has been already 
mention'd, which is by an Univerſal Education of 
Youth in thoſe Principles which are agreeable to the 
Conſtitution of the National Church. This alone, if 
rightly p:rform'd, would do all the Work, but cannot 
be effectually accompliſht without the Authority of Par- 
hament. And therefore tis to be hop d that this wiſe 
and great Aſſenibly will take theſe, or ſome other Pro- 
paſitions of his Nature, into Conſideration, which be- 

ing once Eſtabliſht and Enaſted,, ſome of the Miſchieß 
now impending will be obviated at preſent, and the Na- 
tion in time brought to ſo true and perfect an Union, as 
will make vs a ſtrong, flouriſhing, and happy People. 


Whereas there is a Charitable Deſign carried on in ſe- 
veral Pariſhes of London and Middleſex to maintain poor 
Children at School, and give them Writing and Read. 
ing, the better to enable them to be put out to 1 and 
150 a J ploy- 
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re nts, with ſome other Charities p ovided by 


the Pariſhes, and the Care of their Overieers and Tru- 
ſtees, which being of great Uſe to Correct the Rude- 


nels, Temper the evil Inclinations, and ungovern- 


able Diſpoſitions of undliſciplin d Mankind, (and being 
beſides founded upon t e Principles of the Church of 
Ex land) deſerves Encouragement. But the ſ me ha- 
vang little or no Tendency towards the Regulation of 
Learning in general, which do's molt of all deſerve the 
Care of the Publick, becauſe not only the want of Edu- 
cation in ſome, but the ill Principles intus'd into«o- 
chers, has been the Occaſion of all our Miſcries. 


It is Humbly propoſed therefore, 


T Schools be erected in all Pariſhes.of this King- 
dom for the Education of Youth : ud ſuch En- 
couragement given 4s may invite Learned and Able Men 
to undertake that Employment. Except in ſuch Pariſhes 
where there is no Neceſſity, or in others where two cr 
2 them may be laid a for the Mumu of 
4 School, | 


II. That every Schoolmaſter be oblig'd to procure 4 ſuſ- 


ficient Certificate of his Sobriety — good Behaviour, um- 
| dergo the Examination of three Neighbouring Schoolma- 
fers ether with the Miniſter o "_ the Pariſh, and re- 
ceive « Liceaſe f om the Biſhop, before he be capable 
performing his 75 ce. And that the ſaid Biſhop 5 be t 
ſupreme DireFor and Overſeer of 4 Schools within bir 
Dioceſs, and take Care that no Perſons of Di note fa Prin- 
J * do pions or Fe * into the ſaid Schools. 
Ad 


| | 2 | 

© , And for this Purpoſe he ſhall be oblig d to viſit at lea 

once Ov either by himſelf or bis 8 f 

© - this Caſe ought to be either Miniſters or Schoolmaſters, 

' that the Proficiency of the Scholars, both in Religion and 

Learning, may be better known ; and that the ſaid Viſcta- 

tion may not be hindred by the fear of Expence, they ſhall 
be treated at the Coſt of the Schoolmaſter. 


III. That Schoolmaſters of free Schools with Salaries, who 
are of {nown Ability and Honeſty, being the moſt proper 
Perſons to be Examiners of others, be exempt from Exa- 
mination themſelves, as alſa from the Charge of freſh Li- 
cenſes. However they ought to be immediately ſubject to 
the Biſhop's Viſitation. ; as 


IV. That as often a any Schoolmaſter, or other Perſons, 

hall be found to teach Boys, either pub!ickly or privately, 

(except as Tutors in the Families of Perſons of Quality) 

- withint ;Licenſe, or becoming ſubjelh to the BiBoy's Vi. 

- fitation,” he or they ſo offending ſhall ſuffer the Penalty of 

dane «3; whereof to go to the Poor 4 the Pariſh, 

ul the other to the Informer ʒ aud in default of Payment 
to ſuſſer Impriſonment. | 


V. That all Schoolmaſters ſhall Catechiſe their Scholars twice 
a Week, according to the Form preſcrib'd in the Liturey 
of the Church of England, together with ſuch plain Ex- 
' poſitions as are ſuitable to the Capacities of Children. And 
or thoſe 2 Nears, it would be uſeful to form a Book 
Fynn of Rueition and Anſirer, to cauſe then to under- 
'stand-the Ceremonies 4 the Ritual, with the Feſtivals 
aul Saints Days; which comprehend the Hiſtory of our 
wth, 

VI 


© Dawiour and bis Apoftler, the hig heſt MySteries of 
aud the moſt important Points of Religion. 
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VI. That every Sc hooluraſter have an Uſber, and larger 

Schools too, not only for the better Attendance and Rule, - 

| but alſo for the better methodizing and inſtrulfing of 

Youth ; However in ſurall Pariſhes ſuch a Clerk may be 

choſen as may indifferently ſerve both Offices, and «6 in- 
firut# Children in Writing. 


VII. That all Schools be allowed 4 Writing-Maſter, who 
ſhall be oblig'd to attend three Days a Week, and that his 
Salary in Market-Towns and Villages be. and in 
| Cities and Corporations and that be may have Libert 
to officiate in two Places, except in London, where 
reaſon of the Dearneſs of Proviſions and the Multiplicity 
of Children, he onght to have and to reſide conſtantly 


in one P 


VIII. That the Reward of the Chief Schoolmaſter be propor- 
tion d according to the Greatneſs or Smalneſs of Pa- 
riſhes. But in London, and other chief Cities and Cor- 
porations, it ought to be the Ofber the low- 


ermoſt 


IX. That all Children whether, Poor or Ric ie taught gratis, 
and no Entrance Money either given or demanded. 


X. That ifit happen that the Reputation of « Schoolm 
A that Degree, that he ſhall be crowded 20 
greater Numbers t ham he is able to inſtruct, be ſhall 
2 the Miniſter of the Pariſh, who with two 
or three chief Inhabitants, ſhall have Power to diſcharge 
the Supernumerary Strangers > And upon laint 4- 
foreſald, they ſhall have Power alſo to diſcharge ſuch a Pa- 


77 


r 
riſh Child, whoſe vicious Nature 3s inſu are, or fear 
TY * Be become evil cd oth J 47 


XI. That 2 Collegiate Sohpols, a Weſtwiniſter, Eaton, 
+ Wincheſter, the. all Schodls of Hoſpitals, as the Char- 
ter · Houſe, Chriſt-Church; &. all Schools incorporate, 

as Merchant-Taylors, Ge. bring already excellently 
Founded, and producing great « dp ſhall not be ae 
0 the aforeſaid Regwlations. 3 


An., That „belege hal teach 
f Seven Tears, under Penalty of 
* OY TE Jour to the Publick School. 


XIII. That it ſhall not be lawful for the Minn of the Pa- 
riſb, if his Living be worth an hundred 125 per Ann. 


ts teach School, but in lefer W where = a 
"are ja mall, bem. | 


xv. That ſeeing FY "Al FA * FR de of ſmall Vik 
lager, renders Schoolling neceſſary among them, yet by 
reaſon of the ſmall number of Inhabitants, one School 

may ſerve three or four of them, there is no neceſſity cf 

teaching beyond the Grammar, and therefore the chief 
Care of the Schoolmaſter ought to be employed to inſtru? 
them in Religion, Civility, and Obedience to their 225 

” hure, faule e with gead fe riting and eres: 

| xv. yas unter Fulbws'0 hows may: each as , 
| © but if their — Suit t oment, and they accept 

of the Places of chief e 1 foal A 
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XVI. The the ( hoice of a  Schoolmaſter be in the Parifs. and 
that as ſoon as he is choſen, they preſent him to the Biſhop, 
for his Approbation and T icenſe ;, but if he ſhall not 
approve the Perſon, and refuſe to Licenſe 1 8 the wake 

Hall immediately chuſe again. | 


XVII. That in ſome. Villages, Corporati ion Towne, Cities, 
or in London it ſelf, where the Pariſhes are but ſmall, 
one of them may be laid to another, by the Conſent of Bi- 
ſhop, Miniſter, Veſtry, or cbief Inhabitents of. the reſpe- 
Five Pariſhes, for raifing of the Sums aforeſaid. 


XVIII. That in Caſe of Neglect of the Scholars, Debanche- 
ry cr Scandal, the Pariſh may complain to the Biſhop, 
who ſhall either admoniſh, or immediately turn bim ont, 
as he thinks fit. 


XIX. That every Pariſh 18 a Sehool-Houſe or more, accord- 
ing to their Number of Schools. That in Country Towns 
and Villages, where other Convieniencics are not to fs had, 
the Church, 8 or Town- Houſe may be made "a of 


for that Purpoſe. e 


XX. That a Tax ef _ in Rents of Houſes within ever 
City and Corporation, and of all I ands within the 
Kinedow, of England, be rait d, to be collecked by the 

Church-Wardens of Overſeer s of the * from Tear to 
Tear. Or particular Collectors may pointed for 
three Tears, and the Collectiom to be paid of . for 
the Salter of the Schoolmafter, Oſhers, and Writing- 
| Maſter 5 and the Overplus, i Gi any to be laid out by the 
Pariſh, for putting out poor Children to . 


£16-] | - 
"Or, » be id, for. raipng Exhibitions far the Main- 
. 'of ; 25 Sekolars at the Oniverſities, to be ſent 

Miniſters for the Foreign Plantations at the appointment 
the the Bopp. 


XXI. That whereas in the þ greater pepe, of London and 
Weſtminſter, the ſaid Tex will 1 e conſiderable Sum, 
it will be weceſſary, becauſe o the v of Childres, 
to have ſeveral Scheols in ſuch Posh and the Remain- 
der to go to the raiſing 4 CON TIO or the 
* aforeſaid Charitable U 3 | 


XXII. That whereas the Piety of well-dif feed Pens, ha 
8 - pen Schools in divers Places, they jerk 
roportionable Suns, and the Remainder 


| . to 15 4 e. Uſes before mention d. 


XXIII. That if it ſhall be found that the Publick Schools 
are teo few for the great Lara f Children, within the 
+ Giiesof London ptr Weſtminſter, other Schools may 


1 Licens Aprovided they be ſubje@ to the Rules aforeſ; 51 


XXIV. That if any Perſon or Perſons inhabiting in 

__ theGities = xd within the Kingdom 1 
who are to pay and allow according to the SUS 4 foreſeid, 
_ Salle er deny, the ſame, 14 Ale, 4. 72 

? Ir Goods and Chattels to 7 fold within . t 

555 ja; the Remainder allow'd them, | 


"| Iwill conclude theſe Articles with an Information I 
8 receiv'd, that there are many Charities formerly 


wen to Schools in moſt Counties of Exgland, which 


ave been converted to other Uſes, and to that Va- 
lue, 


| [17 ] 
lue, that if they were retriev'd and reſtor'd to their Origi- 
nal Deſign, the Country might be eas'd of almoſt half 
the Tax, which would be neceſſary on this Occaſion; and 
if Satisfaction were made for Damages ſuſtain d, a 
ſufficient Fund might be rais d for the Erection of Schools 
in all Parts of the Kingdom. 


Ihis is not only a reaſonable reward for a very hard 
and laborious Service, which would in time produce 
reat and wonderful Effects, but would be 2 conlidera- 
le Aſſiſtance at preſent in promoting Pcace and Union, 
by the Strength they would add to the Endeavours ct 
the Miniſtry in that kind. The Hards cf thofe - 
Labourers are too few for ſo great a Work, without the 
Auxiliary Forces of theſe. And indeed theſe would be 
of greater uſe to remove diſſenting Principtes than the 
other, becauſe their Snbſiſtence ariſing another way, 
they have no occaſion to Quarrel about Tythes ; and the 
Parents of thoſe Chi'dren they inſtruct, won'd lend a 
more favourable Ear, and treat them with greater Reſpect. 


If we look upon it as relating to other Affairs, it 
may juſtly be ſaid, There is no. fingle Perſon, whe- 
ther poor or rich, but will receive ſome Advantage 
or other by it. The Parents would be profited as well 
as the Children, and the Inſtructions of the "Miniſter 
may ſometimes obtain a ſtronger and more ! forcible 
impreſſion, by means of theſe Rememhrancers. And 
there is no doubt to be made, but they would greatly 
contribute'to the Advancement of Piety and Religion, 
by ſtirring up the People to perform thoſe Duties which 
are abſolately neceſſary thereunto. I may add, that it 
will be a great Advantage to the General Trade of the 
* D ö Nation, 


[18 ] | 
Nation, by finding Employment for many Thouſands 
of People, WhO will not only conſume many valuable 
Commodities of all Sorts, but contribute to the Con- 
yenience and Eaſe, and perhaps the Peace of the Neigh- 
bourhood where they dwell. And by this Means the 
Univerſities would flouriſh both in Trade and Students, 
and be great Encouragement to Learning. Many Poor 
would be releiv'd, the Ruin of many Scholars prevented, 
Scandals avoided, and in Twenty or Thirty Years time it 
would change the Face of things to that Degree, that we 
ſnould hardly find the Name of a Diſſenter among ns. 


On the other ſide, it would have as good an Effect 
upon the Youth, and in all Probability prevent moſt of 
the Inconveniences which incommode and hurt them. A 
great part of our Youth are extremely hurt by the 
indiſcretion of their Parents, eſpecially by putting then 
lo ſuch Trades as are againſt their Genius and Inclination. 
As for Inſtance ; A Father has Three Sons, and deſigns 
. the Eldeſt for ſuch a Trade, the Second for another, and 

the Third for another. Now it may happen that the 
Eldeſt is fit for the Employment of the Second, the 
Second of the Youngeſt, and the Youngeſt of the Firſt. 
And fo being fixt into Employments which they do not 
like, they all fail, and run into thoſe Diſorders and Miſ- 
chiefs which many times proves fatal tothem. Now 
2 Good Schoolmaſter would caſily by Experience find 
out the Genius, Temper, and Inclination of the Children, 
and be very inſtrumental to perſuade the Parents to alter 
ſnch-pernicious Reſolutions. This, together with Learn- 
ing and Education given them, would greatly contri- 
bute'ta their Eaſe and Happineſs in their ſeevral Stati- 
ems. And indeed good Learning is ſo neceſſary to * 
NOW 377 | t 
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the happineſs of Mankind, that I need not commend it. 
I ſhall only mention one thing,, which is, that it would 
in a great Meaſure ſecure them againſt the Exceſſes and 
Exorbitances of Youth. For it's the nature of Learning 
wherefoever it is tolerably digeſted, to employ the 
whole Man to improve it, ſo that they cannot be at 
Leiſure to run into thoſe Exceſſes which otherwiſe th. y 
would eaſily be tempted to. 


It may be Objected, that this will ſerve any Religion, 
as well as the Church of Exgland. 'Tis true, and 
I will never go about either to evade or deny it. But 
then this is true alfo, that when Men are united in one 
Religion, whatever it be, they will make a Better Defence, 
and be 2 with greater Diftculty. Pro Aris & 
Focir, was the General Word made uſe of among the 
Heathen, to perſuade them to ſtand to it Manfully, and 
fight it out to the laſt Gaſp. Religion and Property 
are the only things which Mankind moſt value; and 
he that goes about to invade them, muſt expect they 
will be defended with the uttermoſt Vigour. But when 
a Kingdom is divided in Religion, it's Intereſt is broke 
and divided, and that Enemy has a reaſonable Proſpect 
of Victory, that can make ſure of a Faction within. 


If we look into the Nature of Man,we ſhall find in him 
the fame Ferity and Natural Wildneſs with Beaſts; and 
notwithſtanding he be the nobleſt ofall Creatures, he is 
as impatient of the Bit or Rider as a Young Colt, and 
is not brought into Subjection, but in a long tract of Time, 
and by abundance of Care and Induſtry. He has a 
Genius capable of all things, his Notions may be fegu- 
larly form d, "Ts Inclinations alter d, and 9 

| D 2 | u 
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according to the nature of his Education, which in him 
performs wonders. His Underſtanding and Will are as 
craving as his Natural Appetite, and yet the one is as 


eaſily ted with Nonſenſe and Trifles, as things uſeful and 


of real Worth, and the other as ſoon ſet upon the wrong 


| ſubdued, The Objects of his Fancy rais'd or depreſs d, 


1 


7 
£ 


as the right Object, and takes Poyſon and Food equally 


and with the fame Guſt. The Education of Youth there- 


fore is of higheſt Importance, both to them,and the Com- 
monwcalth, as being the only Remedy of the Miſchiefs 
and Inconveniences of Bob. | 


le that would cure the Diſcaſes of Church or 


State, ought to take them at the beginning, for fear 
Delay ſhould render them Chronical, dat leaſt 
produce Symptoms of Danger. If we intend to 


purge the Streams, we muſt begin at the Fountain; and 


tis in yam to £p:t Union or Reformation, unleſs we 


firſt begin at he School. Theſe Seminaries are the true 
Springs both of Religion and Manners; and if we expect 


an Harveſt of them with Profit, the Seed muſt be firſt 


ſown and well cultivated. there. All our Miſchiefs pro- 


ceed from little Schools, Wherein Preſide Ignorant 


School-Mountebanks, Plalm-ſingers, Mechanick Preten- 
ders, Falſe Brethren of the Church, or Flat Diſſenters, 


e 
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long ago ſubmitted” to the ſtrokes hich have been le- 
vell'd at it, and faln a Sacrifice to their Spire arid Fury. 
The Church of Rowe, the moſt politick of all Churches; 
takes a ſufficient Care of this Point, and are ſo diligent, 
that oſtentimes they forcibly take away the Children of 
Proteſtants, and breed them up'theirown way. . Theſe 
little Jantzaries being afterward provided with ſome 
Trade or Employment independent on their Parents, 
prove s ſtrong, if not ſtronger Catholicks than any. An 
Inſtance of this is Henry Prince of Conde, Son of Lewis 
the Head of the Proteſtants; who was barbarouſſy 
Murder'd by a Captain of the Regiment of Anjou, and 
Father of Lewis that great General, who won ſo many 
Battels both for and againſt the Crown of France. 
This Prince was forc'd from his Relations by Henry the 
Fourth, and brought up in that Religion he had 
newly Embraced; and he ſtuck fo faſt to the Principles 
of his Education, that when afterward the Proteſtants by 
ſeveral Succeſſes came to overballance the Roman 
Catholick Party, He put himſelf at the Head of the 
Catholicks, and by ſeveral Victories ſupported the decli- 
ning Cauſe ; and not content only to Counterballance 
the Enemy, he afterward perſecuted them with Fire and 
Sword. And he fo behav'd himſelf all his Life, that he 
well deſerv'd that Encomium of the Catholick Writers, 
which tell us, that he ſeem'd to be Born on purpoſe 
for the Preſervation of the Catholick Religion. 
Other Inſtances might be given, were there any Occaſi- 
on: But that Kingdom is ſo full of Examples of this 
kind, and particularly at this time, that the Poor Pro- 
teſtants have reaſon to put up this, as one of their moſt 
ardent Petitions That God would eſpecially deliver 
them from the Sons of the Proteſtant The Ciatiry 
off. | | 2 
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of France is prodigious in the vaſt number of their 
Hoſpitals, for the Maintenance and Inſtruction of Youth; 
and the Number of their Prieſts is ſo great, that in 
Flanders ſome of the very Boors ſpeak Latin fluently ; 
and I may add, that if our Country Farmers, Working 
Peop'e, or Labourers, could do the ſame here, it would 
add: Civility and good Manners to thoſe among them 
- whoare the moſt rude, barbarous, and ill- natur 


Perhaps it may ſeem incredible, that a Deſign of this 
nature ſhould work its effect, and eſpecially in the time 
here mentiot d, in fo vaſt and populous a City, where 
the Parties are: not only well form d, but fortified in 
ſuch manner, that there is no proſpe& but they will 
uſe the uttermoſt Care and Induſtry to maintain and 
fupport them. To this Tanſwer, that tis certain the 
will act accord ing to this Suppoſit ion, aud therefore wi 
be the laſt in the whole Kingdom who will receive an 
abſolute Change and Reformation. But however, this 
fignifies nothing at all, for they mult fail at laſt for 
want of ſupplies, and conſume away to nothing meerly 
for want of nouriſhment... For the Country being firſt 
chang d, as muſt neceſſarily happen, and the City having 
no way to ſupply it ſelf with Tradeſmen or Inhabitants 
but from thence, it follows that thoſe Young, People, ot 
others, being well Educated according to the Principles 
of the Church of Eagland, will forcibly reſiſt all r 
impreſſions, and ſo produce the Reformation here 


mention c. 
is probable it may be objected that we ſhall be trou- 
bled with a World of Pedantry. But thoſe are Diſputes 
ol no Conſequence, and beſides ar hot underftoad by 
; ; , e 
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the Vulgar. W hereas the Controverſies of Religion are 
like a two-edged Sword, which cuts both ways, and the 
Wounds often Gangrene,and become Mortal and Deadly. 
For the Diſputes of this kind,do often create thoſe Feuds 
and Animofities among Men, that while both ſides con- 
tend for Victory with eagerneſs, they loſe that Charity 
which is Eſſential to Religion, and become Enemies 
one to another. Theſe Controverſi-s are indeed the 
Root of Malice, and the Bane of Society, and never hap 
pen among the Vulgar, without forming thoſe Diviſions 
and Parties, which always create Confuſion, and often 
produce the moſt unhappy Conſequences. 


And now upon the whole, I believe I have reaſon to 
Conclude, chat as the Acts, hitherto made againſt Diſſen- 
ters have not anſwer d their End, ſo the late Act of Par- 
liament againſt Roman Catholicks, will fail of the Pur- 
poſes for which it was intended. And that conſidering 
the Strength, Enmity, and Obſtinacy of the Parties, 
there is no way to avoid the Diſſentions of Religion 
without a freſh Education. This is the Cure I propofe of 
all the Maladies we labour under, the Sufficiency where- 
of, I humbly leave to the conſideration of ſo Great and 
Wiſe an Aſſembly, who are capable of Altering or Im- 
proving it with greater Judgment, Prudence, and 
Diſcretion than I am able to pretend to. And hope, that 
ſince the Church of England was Eſtabliſhed by Act of 
Parliament in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and has 
been ſince preſerv d by all Succeeding Parliaments, from 
the violence of thoſe who would bring it to Deſtruction, 
it may be enabled to make us Happy, by rendring us all of 
One Opinion in Religion, and Zealous to Detend it. 
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